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   The Covenant Connections  
   Bethlehem / St. Martin 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

Pastor Korey 

 

 

 

 

Another Fall is coming, and with it the beginning of the 

school year and the return from summer schedules to our 

regular activities.  And at Bethlehem and St. Martin, we in-

deed are getting ready for our regular fall programming.  

We just wish it truly was back to our regular, pre-Covid, way 

of doing things!  But we can’t know exactly how things will 

be we still can’t be sure how the pandemic will continue to 

play out.  

It is frustrating for there to be still so many unknowns.  But 

our inability to predict what things will be like this last year 

and a half reminds us that we really never were able to 

know our future.  Any sense of control we have is always a 

bit of chimera.  Our ability to control our future is always 

limited.  Our lives are always more in God’s hands than our 

own.  

This desire to know and to understand, and therefore to be 

able to control, is a very strong desire for people.  By con-

trolling, we can prevent bad things from happening!  But 

we’re not the ones who are omniscient or omnipotent.  We 

are not the ones who are all-knowing or all-powerful.  God 

is the one in control, not us. 

There is so much debate happening in our society now.  We 

participate and listen and learn about the issues of the day.  

And perhaps we form our own perspectives and opinions.  

And as we do so, we greatly desire that our way of thinking 

be the correct way of thinking.  There is something very hu-

man about being “right.”   

 

But I think it is good to remember that we are not the 

ones who are omniscient.  We are not God, and we do 

not have a perfect perspective, and as perceptive as we 

might be, we will never be right all the time.   

This dynamic plays into our understanding of God, as 

well.  We want our theology to be “right!”   

But Jesus did not come to earth to clear away all of our 

incorrect notions.  He taught, but his teaching always 

guided us to the “big picture” of who God is, rather than 

long lectures making sure we understood everything cor-

rectly.  He didn’t seek to get us to understand God, he 

invited us into being in a relationship with God.  Relation-

ships are not about “being right,” they are about just 

“being.”   

There is much we do not know, and we can’t know what 

the future will bring.  We will try our best to be percep-

tive and to discern correctly, but we must accept it will 

always be faulty.  But we can always “be.”  We can al-

ways rest assured knowing that God loves us whether or 

not we are right or wrong.   

And should not this be our goal as well as we navigate 

through our society’s varied ideas and opinions - That 

ultimately what is most important is not the answers to 

the questions of our days, but our ability to share this gift 

of life with each other, beloved of God just as each of us 

are?    

I certainly cannot tell you how our plans for the fall will 

end up working out.  But together we’ll get there.  

Thanks be to God! 
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FELLOWSHIP 

September 12th from 3-6pm.  Now that most folks 

are comfortable with visiting, Korey and Alison Fin-

stad invite you to an informal gathering at their 

home as a way for you to get to know your "new" 

pastor and his family.  Bring a snack or beverage of 

your choice.   

 

 

         . 

 

 

 

 

FALL CHICKEN BB Q 

Saturday, September 25th 

4:30pm 
 
- 6:30pm 

St. Martin Lutheran Church’s Drive Thru Chicken BBQ 

will be held Saturday, September 25th  from 4:30-6:30 at 

St. Martin (813 Bay Road, Webster).   

 Dinners of ½ chicken, salt potatoes, coleslaw, roll, and 

butter are available for $10.00. 

This event will again be Drive-Thru only.  Cars will enter 

our parking lot, following signs, and purchase tickets us-

ing exact payment.  Cars will then proceed to the front 

entrance to pick up boxed dinners.  Dinners will be as-

sembled according to CDC recommendations.   Due to 

current health restrictions, pie slices and other desserts 

will not be available.   

No Reserve Tickets, First Come First Served 

            Proceeds support our Christmas Stocking Project 

reaching over 500 local youth in Monroe and Wayne 

counties. 

Volunteer Sign-up Sheets will be posted on the 

Chicken Board in the Fellowship Hall from Sept 

5th to Sept 24th 

 

FUTURE EVENTS AT SMLC: 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23rd- Drive -Thru  

Pork BBQ-4:30pm 

55 Hampton Way, Penfield, NY 

 

 
Due to the recent increase in COVID infections locally, 
Church Council strongly recommends that masks be 
worn  at St. Martin.  This precautionary measure will 

increase our safety as well as others with increased vul-
nerability  (e.g., unvaccinated children & folks with pre-
existing conditions).  This requirement is in compliance 

with the current guidelines of the Monroe  
County Health Department.   
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MISSION 

 

2021 Christmas Stocking  
  Program - Year 10!! 

 
    Just a reminder that the 2021 Christmas 

stocking project is already beginning!  At this point we 
need socks (sizes anywhere from infants to teenag-
ers),  gloves/mittens (sizes  from infants to teenag-

ers).  There is a green box located on the table in the 
Narthex for collecting those at this point.  Thanks to all 

the past, present and future supporters! 

Cindi Bouchard 

 

FLOWERS FOR   
WORSHIP @SMLC 

 

Dates for altar flowers are being 
filled, so sign up now. Placing flow-

ers on the altar for our worship services at SMLC is a 
wonderful way to honor someone you love and ap-

preciate or to remember a departed loved one. 
 

How?   
Sign up on the Flower Chart posted on the bulletin 

board. Tell us what information you would like 
printed in the bulletin. There are 2 options:  We will 
order the flowers, and the florist delivers them to 
church, at a cost of $40, to be paid at the time of 

signup (price reflects cost increase from florist).   Or 
you may bring your own flower arrangement to 
church Sunday morning, at no cost.  Questions,  

contact Sharon Haffen.  

 

 
BELL CHOIR IS BACK @SMLC 

Please join us in bell choir. The next practice 

is Sunday, September 5th at 9:15am at 

SMLC. You are welcome to join us to learn 

how to play.   

Amie Kulak 

    

       Immanuel Lutheran Church is hosting this year’s 

God’s Work Our Hands Day on  

Sunday, October 3rd. 

The project this year is to spruce up the  landscap-

ing  outside of the Webster Museum. 
 

The two inside projects are making fabric kits  to 

teach women to sew and also assemble personal 

care kits which will be sent to Lutheran  

World Relief. 
 

Santa’s Garage Sale 
           

 Yes, it’s only September, but we are already 
looking forward to  Christmas.   And, in preparation for 
your Christmas celebration,  St. Martin will be having San-
ta’s Garage Sale on November 11, 12 and 13.    Santa is 
cleaning out his storage areas, and we will  be holding a 
Christmas-themed garage sale.    Donations accepted 
starting in mid-October.  Christmas themed items only, 
please.    Save your other garage sale items for next June’s 
sale.  
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

At  Bethlehem… 

Gary Steinmiller, June Borkhuis,  

Ken Francis, Finnegan O’Grady, Carl Bauer, 

Gary Ayers, John Heckle, Shirley Bauer, 

 Emily Briggs, Nancy Gotte, Shirley 

Jennejohn, Lin Maier, Kay Heckle, Jean Lund, 

Daniel Rose and family, Nancy Smith, Bev 

Steele, Cecilia Anderson. We also pray for 

those in the military and their fami-

lies:  Morgan Hauer, Sharon Verges, Brad 

Verges, Javier Alagarin, Anthony Grimshaw 

and Mark Baker. 

 

Milford Apetz,  Nancy Currier,  Jeannette Lock-

wood,  Jim Matteson,  Nate Baker (Godson of Jim 

& Mary Lou Alexander), Verda Johnson  

(Kris Weingartner’s Aunt), & Aidan Weingartner 

(Kris Weingartner’s grandnephew),  

Sarah McHugh (friend of the Moore family), Pas-

tor Ron Willman and his wife, Barbara,  Joanne 

(friend of Cindy Bouchard),  Joyce Fellows (Kim 

Cawley’s mother),  Debbie Roberts, (Anne Mitch-

ell’s former sister-in-law), Harry Hilbert Jr. (son of 

Harry and Becky Hilbert),  

Caurie (daughter-in-law of Becky Hilbert), Karin 

Ewanow,  James Simmons, and people serving in 

the military, especially Bryan.   

Also, all Law Enforcement Officers, especially 

Scott, Eric, Josh, Eric and Eric. 

   

At  St. Martin… 

Please contact your respective church office for any 
removals and/or additions.  Thank you! 
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Bethlehem September Birthdays 

Bethlehem September Anniversaries 

SMLC September Birthdays 

SMLC September Anniversaries 

Emily Francis Sep 2 

John Brooks Sep 8 

John Lochner Sep 9 

Charlotte Jane 

Zmaczynski 

Sep 10 

Kathy Crandall Leisten Sep 11 

Chris Donahue Sep 13 

Eugene Lochner Sep 17 

Robyn O’Grady Sep 22 

Tom O’Grady Sep 23 

Dylan Reilly Sep 24 

Cindy Gomez Sep 2 

Joy Montana Sep 4 

Jacob Simmons Sep 6 

Kristine Ciulla Sep 7 

Gavin Kulak Sep 8 

Jim Lockwood Sep 8 

Bryan Podgorski Sep 11 

Adrienne Olear Sep 11 

Jeannette Lockwood Sep 16 

Makayla Mohrman Sep 21 

Allyson Mohrman Sep 21 

Amie Kulak Sep 23 

Bernie Ewanow Sep 24 

Doug Gomez Sep 24 

Nancy Elder Sep 25 

Heidi Kildal Sep 25 

Kimberly Cawley Sep 29 

Carl & Marilyn Borkhuis Sep 1 

Jim & Laurie Brigden Sep 4 

Steve & Sandy Borkhuis Sep 12 

Carol & Carmen  

Bundschuh 

Sep 25 

Tina & Lynette Boyd-Bauer Sep 27 

Chris & Kerri Donahue Sep 29 

Tim & Laurie McGrath Sep 5 

Jason & Melanie Simmons Sep 23 
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September 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 

8:45am BLC  

Worship  
 

9:15am Bell Choir 

Practice @SMLC 

 

 
 

10:30am SMLC   

Worship 

6 7 8 

11:30am Prayer First   
 

 

6:30pm SMLC/BLC 

Joint Council  

Meeting @BLC 

9 10 11 

12 
Rally Day 

Services to return to 

Sanctuary 

 

8:45am BLC  

Worship  

 

9:45am Choir Prac-

tice @SMLC 
 
 

10:30am SMLC   

Worship 

 

3-6pm  Finstad Open 

House - 

55 Hampton Way, 

Penfield, NY 

13 14 15 

11:30am Prayer First   

16 17 18 

19 

8:45am BLC  

Worship  
 
 

 
 

10:30am SMLC   

Worship 

20 21 22 

11:30am Prayer First   

23 24 25 

 

 

SMLC  
Chicken BBQ 

4:30p—6:30p 

26 

8:45am BLC  

Worship  
 
 

 
 

10:30am SMLC   

Worship 

27 28 29 

11:30am Prayer First   

30   
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       St. Martin Lutheran Church 
                                                                                              813 Bay Road 

                                                                               Webster, New York  14580 

                                                                                     Phone: 585.671.1899 
                                                                                               Email: stmartinwebster@gmail.com 

SEPTEMBER  2021 Worship Leaders 

 SUNDAY 
SEPT 5 

SUNDAY 
SEPT 12 

SUNDAY 
SEPT 19 

SUNDAY 
SEPT 26 

LECTOR 
Cheryl 

Detwiler 

Carol  

Geier 

Doug 

Gomez 

Amie 

Kulak 

ASSISTING  

MINISTER 

Sharon 

Haffen 

Anne 

Mitchell 

Mary Lou 

Alexander 

Karen 

Kunzer 

ORGANIST 

 

Mary Ann 

Peters 

 

Mary Ann 

Peters 

Mary Ann 

Peters 

Mary Ann 

Peters 

COUNTERS 

Ed Currier  

& 

Jeff Peters 

Jeff Peters & 

TBD 

Cindy Gomez & 

Melinda Spry 

Maurice Kildal 

& Tom Potucek 

ALTAR GUILD 
Sharon 

Haffen 

Sharon 

Haffen 

Sharon 

Haffen 

Sharon 

Haffen 

mailto:stmartinwebster@gmail.com
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SMLC/BLC COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

SMLC 
Pastor Report 

Pastor Korey is Currently working on a plan to start Adult Educa-

tion again, would like it to be for both churches and hopefully 

Sharon  and Sally with be able to assist. 

Jeff and Mary Ann would like to have a bench in the coat room to aid 

those that need to sit or put items on when needed, they would 

like to donate in memory of their son  - council approved:  also 

put some chairs in the coat room with a sign that they are to 

remain in the coat room. 

Pastor hopes to soon start the Strategic planning.  We discussed 

whether we thought that the process should be done for both 

congregations together or as individual congregations.    
 

Treasurer Report 

Still with a positive cash flow with envelope giving higher than ex-

pected and expenses are staying low. 

Expense coming up will be the updating the fire alarm system. 
 

 

Committee Reports 

Evangelism – Getting visitors of which many are returning, working 

on revising the Welcome folders. 

Outreach – food cupboard has been having trouble with neighbor-

hood kids helping themselves to the food and new sign was 

posted to help discourage them;  donated Pediatric Pepetide to 

St. Mary’s Hospital;  God’s Work Our Hands will have a outdoor 

project at the Webster Museum and 2 indoor projects that they 

are collecting for; questions about LECM meals at RIT as they 

haven’t cashed our last check, with a sign out sheet for fall of 

2021 and spring of 2022 coming out need to look into what is 

happening. 
 
 

New Business 

Discussion about wearing masks in church, will continue to sit to 

sing and recommend that masks are worn. 

Need to go over Building Use policy as it’s outdated, will look for old 

members but add some new members; one item to change im-

mediately is the optional $10 charge to have the janitor come 

and clean after an event. 

Discussion about the eternal candle as to leave as is, electrify or 

remove; nothing was decided. 

Would like to have new members get a welcome packet with direc-

tory, envelopes and a questionnaire with information we need 

for the directory; maybe have a coffee hour in their honor to 

welcome to our church; also put in the monthly newsletter. 

r 

 

 

BLC 
Treasurer Report 

Laura reported for Sarah also. Reports from Sarah will be at-

tached to the minutes. 

We need more people to count the offering on Sunday morn-

ings. 

A motion by Laurie Brooks was made to accept the treasurer’s 

report and seconded by Laurie Brigden and approved. 

 

Worship 

Lorrilyn reported- We discussed how many people are allowed 

in church. Right now masks are optional. 

We need volunteers to help on Sunday mornings. 

 

 

Property Report 

Al reported-the painting has started and will cost $2,750. The 

funds are available. Al is checking to be sure all workers 

painting are covered by workman’s compensation. 

He filed a tax exempt form for the stone to be purchased. 

Pastor needs to close his RGE account at the parsonage and 

have the current parsonage bills sent to church. 

A quote is coming to clean the ducts in the Sunday school build-

ing and one for the handicap doors in same building. 

A second dehumidifier was purchased and is in the catacombs. 

Al is looking for one suitable for the Sunday school building 

also. 

 

Outreach 

Samara and her family are now self sufficient so we will no 

longer need to sponsor her. Another child has been recom-

mended to us but we will let the kids discuss their choice on 

rally day. 

The first weekend in October is God’s Work Our Hands Day. The 

project still needs approval. Fabric kits may also be put to-

gether. 

We are looking into the needs of the House of Mercy and if this 

is a place we’d like to help. 

 

 

Next Joint Council Meeting is Wednesday, September 8th at 

6:30pm at BLC . 
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SMLC Directory 

Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Korey Finstad 

Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mary Ann Peters 

Church Council  

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul Haffen 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Debbie Lester 

Treasurer / Finance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Jim Alexander 

Outreach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Carol Geier 

Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Kris Weingartner 

Christian Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Cindi Bouchard 

Member-at-Large. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mary Lou Alexander 

Evangelism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      Ed Currier 

Worship and Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     Anne Mitchell 

 

BLC Directory 

Pastor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Korey Finstad 

Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Evelyn Lam 

Church Council  

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... Sandy Borkhuis 

Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …. .  Dick Howard 

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . .  Laurie Brooks 

Property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ….. . . . . .Al Neels 

Faith Formation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ….. . . . Sally Steinmiller 

Congregational Life.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . Nancy Smith 

Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …... . .Sarah Frick   

Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …. . . . . Laura Simmons 

Worship Ministries . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . Lorrilyn Schlinger 

Outreach  Ministry  . . . .  . . . . . . . ... . . . . Laurie Brigden 

Youth Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ….. . . .Laura Simmons 

Forgot your checkbook?  Give to St. Martin online here  

or use the Link below: 

Click on Link Here 

You are encouraged to respond to God's gift to us by giving back 

to the mission and ministry instituted by Jesus.  Financial offerings 

are needed to support our congregation's work!  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRr5W1W9YGazISEOLry-9jNws4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouTFMczylPPXTCoH_ONeYuxA=&ver=3
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Lay Readers Nancy Currier 

Altar Guild Sharon Haffen 

Ushers Doug Gomez 

Coffee Hr. Jeff & Mary Ann Peters 

Greeters Nancy Currier 

Assisting Ministers Sharon Haffen 

Nancy Nesbitt 

St. Martin Lutheran Church Office 

813 Bay Rd, Webster, NY  14580 

585.671.1899 

Email: stmartinwebster@gmail.com 

Office Hours 9a-1p Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Laurie Brooks 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office 

1767 Plank Rd, Webster, NY  145805 

585.872.1425 

Email: llsbrooks@yahoo.com 

St. Martin Evangelical Lutheran Church 

813 Bay Road 

Webster, NY  14580 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

1767 Plank Road 

Webster, NY  14580 

  St. Martin Lutheran Church 

813 Bay Road 

         Webster, New York  14580 

585-671-1899 

                 www.stmartinwebster.org 

 stmartinwebster@gmail.com 

Worship 10:30am 

Office Hours:  Tues, Wed, & Thurs., 9-1:00pm 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

1767 Plank Road 

Webster, New York  14580 

585-872-1425 
 

www.bethlehemlutheranchurch.org 

Worship:  8:45am 

Cell phone:  585-402-8451  

 Email:  rev.Korey@gmail.com 

    Pastor Korey’s Contact Info 

Articles for the OCTOBER 
Covenant Connections are kindly 
accepted by SEPTEMBER 15th to 

our Secretary, Nancy Nesbitt at 
stmartinwebster@gmail.com.  

mailto:%20stmartinwebster@frontiernet.net
mailto:llsbrooks@yahoo.com
mailto:llsbrooks@yahoo.com
http://www.stmartinwebster.org
mailto:stmartinwebster@gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemlutheranchurch.org
mailto:revKorey@gmail.com
mailto:stmartinwebster@gmail.com

